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Faith Brings Success!

“O ye of little fish.” That’s what the Jesus character said to
Father Pat in the 2002 movie “Joshua.” Father Pat had been
fishing all morning with no catch but Joshua was about to

teach him a more important lesson about being a fisher of men.
As a clergymen and avid fisherman with modest success, I can
easily relate to Father Pat. On a window sill in my study at First
Congregational Church stands a beautiful crystal bass jumping
out of the water as if he’s the catch of the day. My wife gave it to
me years ago as a symbol of my love for fishing. It’s the closest
thing to a fishing trophy in my fishing record!
However, since relocated to and fishing in Naples, I think my
luck is getting better. I’ve been fishing with my sons all over the
area and – guess what – we’ve started catching some fish!We’ve
caught a lot of fish in our short time here. But it’s not luck so
much, as we’ve been learning from master fisherman the skills,
locations, and baits that bring success.
I think we’ve started fishing on the right side of the boat! In
John 21:6 Jesus told His disciples, “Throw out your net on the
right-hand side of the boat, and you’ll get some!” So they did,
and they couldn’t haul in the net because there were so many
fish in it.” (NLT) They listened to the Lord, acted in faith, and it
brought success.
When we learn and apply the right principles to our fishing,
whatever we may be fishing for, in ways consistent with a life
oriented in the direction of our creator, we’ll find a bountiful
harvest as well! The faith principles of the with-God life are the
steps on the way to the truest success in life.
It’s like that beautiful Haitian Creole Proverb, “Fòk ou chache
konn chemen anvan ou pran wout.”You have to learn the way
before you take the road.We are made in the image of God. The
way for true success in every area of our life is rooted in faith
because faith roots us in the knowledge and love of our creator.
Are you feeling like Father Pat in the Joshua Film? Are you of
little fish? Join me in increasing faith so we’ll find the insight to
cast on the right side of the boat!
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